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SHOCK AND AWE: CONTEMPORARY ARTISTS AT WAR AND 
PEACE - EXHIBITION REPORT 
 
 
TITLE: Shock and Awe: Contemporary Artists at War and Peace  
EXHIBITION DATES: 19 July – 28 September 2014 
GALLERIES: Sharples, Winterstoke and Milner Galleries 
 
 
 
Image credit above: On Psychological Operation in the Garden of Basra, Iraq, Xavier Pick, 2009-10, mixed media drawing, pen and ink, 
digital print on Hahnemühle German etching paper, Photoshop digital manipulation, acrylic paint and glazes 
 
In the year which marks the centenary of the start of the First World War, Shock and Awe 
considers past, contemporary and continuing conflicts. 
 
It highlights work by contemporary artists recently exposed to the front-line in Iraq, 
Afghanistan and the Balkans, as well as providing a platform for artists fascinated by acts of 
remembrance, or who use their art as a form of protest against war and conflict. 
 
Alongside these powerful evocations of war and peace, a series of works have been inspired 
by the aftermath or the commemoration of war. These include new pieces influenced by 
traditional war memorials, as well as drawing on the emblematic power of civic statuary to 
explore how memory is shaped. 
In contrast, other artists have responded to media representations of conflict or war-related 
activities distant from the arena of conflict to create politically charged sculpture, a moving 
film installation and anti-war and peace medals. 
 
In addition to these poignant works, a number of historic First World War works are 
contextualised by responses from especially commissioned contemporary artists. 
Curator Paul Gough comments: ‘Artists have long been drawn with a dread fascination to 
the face of war. They have produced some of the most searing images, but have also created 
work that provokes comment, incites strong feelings, and promises reconciliation.’ 
 
Curated by Professor Paul Gough RWA as part of Back From the Front: Art Memory and the 
Aftermath of War. This programme is supported by Bristol 2014, University of the West of 
England, Arts Council England and the Bristol Cultural Development Partnership. 
 
LIST OF EXHIBITING CONTEMPORARY ARTISTS 
Vince Bevan, Stephen Bottomley, Michael Brennand-Wood, Kathleen Browne, Helen Carnac, 
Ian Chamberlain, David Cotterrell, George Coutouvidis, Susan Cross, Katie Davies, Tamar De 
Vries Winter, Bettina Dittlmann, Robert Ebendorf, Jill Gibbon, Paul Gough RWA, Kirsten 
Haydon, Stephen Hurst, Paul Laidler, Rolf Lindner, Denny Long RWA, Mario Minichiello, 
Xavier Pick, Michael Sandle RA, Tim Shaw RA, Emma Stibbon RA RWA, Elizabeth Turrell 
RWA, Jessica Turrell, Johnathan Ward and Lucy Willis RWA. 
 
LIST OF EXHIBITING HISTORICAL ARTISTS 
Muirhead Bone, Frank Brangwyn RA, Richard Hamilton, Ernest Procter ARA, William 
Rothenstein. 
 
SPONSORSHIP 
Back From the Front: Art Memory and the Aftermath of War. This programme is supported by 
Bristol 2014, University of the West of England, Arts Council England and the Bristol 
Cultural Development Partnership. 
  
 
AUDIENCE FIGURES 
 
Paying No.* Free No.** Total 
Total 
 
4251 3795 8046 
    * Includes concessions, Art Fund Cards, Exhibition Tickets (repeat visits) and group rates. 
**Includes under 16s, SGS, UWE and University of Bristol students, Academicians, Friends 
Members and comps and PV 
 
Note that figures are for the entire Back From the Front programme. 
 
 
EXHIBITION REVIEWS (selection) 
 
Shock and Awe Review, Guide 2 Bristol, 23 July 2014 
www.guide2bristol.com/news%5C84188/RWA-Bristol-art-gallery-review---Shock-and-Awe-
Contemporary-Artists-at-War-and-Peace 
 
Shock and Awe at the Academy - From The Desk Of Robert Lewis, 31 July 2014  
http://robertlewis.com/blog/shock-awe-academy/ 
 
Shock and Awe Review, Gazette, 18 July 2014 
http://www.gazetteseries.co.uk/whats_on/arts/11351289.UWE_artists_on_show_in_WW1_
centenary_exhibition_programme_at_Royal_West_of_England_Academy/?ref=rss 
 
Shock and Awe Review, University of Edinburgh, 25 July 2014 
http://www.eca.ed.ac.uk/school-of-design/news-events/shock-and-awe-contemporary-artists-
at-war-peace 
 
Shock and Awe Feature, Al Jazeer, 22 August 2014 
http://www.aljazeera.com/video/europe/2014/08/provocative-war-art-exhibition-opens-uk-
2014822131833140737.html 
  
Shock and Awe Feature, The Guardian, 27 July 2014 
 
 
To read full article see   
http://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/shortcut
s/2014/jul/27/art-fairs-into-art-jill-gibbon-arms-
trade 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ENGAGEMENT PROGRAMME (for Back From the Front programme): 
 
Children & Family Programme  
 
Back from the Front: Perceptive Block Printing Workshop, Jenny Blackwood 
Saturday 16 August, 11am-3pm (drop-in session), suitable for 5-13yrs and their families / 
free with exhibition entry. Join us as we take inspiration from Brothers in Art and Shock and 
Awe, creating landscapes, still life arrangements and complementary block prints. Participants 
are invited to bring their own photographs of places, people or objects to help inspire their 
work. Amongst other artworks we will be taking a closer look at the sculptures of Stephen 
Hurst (such as Trench Still Life) - assemblages of discarded objects such as bullet shells, light 
bulbs and book covers, all cast into metal.  
 
Mythical Masks: Children's Workshop with Eden 4 
Saturday 6 September, 10.30am – 12pm, suitable for children aged 5-8yrs / free with 
exhibition entry, children to be accompanied by an adult. A mask-making workshop for 
young children, inspired by Back From the Front.  
 
3D Landscapes: Children's 
Workshop with Eden 4 
Saturday 6 September, 1.30 - 
3.30pm / suitable for children 
aged 8-11 yrs / free with 
exhibition entry, children to be 
accompanied by an adult. Come 
and create your own 3D 
landscapes, inspired by the 
paintings of Paul and John Nash. 
 
 
 
 
 
Adult Programme 
 
Shock and Awe ‘Walk and Talk’ 
Saturday 26 July, 11.30am / free with exhibition entry, spaces limited so please arrive early 
to avoid disappointment. Artist and curator of Shock and Awe, Paul Gough, will be leading an 
informal 'walk and talk' tour of this fascinating exhibition. 
 
Brothers in Art ‘Walk and Talk’ 
Saturday 2 August, 2pm / Free with exhibition entry, spaces limited so please arrive early to 
avoid disappointment. Exhibition curator Gemma Brace will lead an informal tour providing 
background context to the work. 
Art and War: Truth, Propaganda and Protest Half-Day Workshop 
Saturday 9 August, 2-5.30pm / £10 / £5 Friends, RWA, Artist Network Members and 
Students, price includes gallery admission. How can artists respond ‘truthfully’ to the 
spectacle and trauma of armed conflict? When does reportage become propaganda? 
Historically, how have artists attempted to take a pacifist stance, particularly in an 
environment of growing nationalism and military hostility? Addressing these questions and 
the wider themes of the exhibition, this half-day workshop will combine gallery-based talks 
with Shock and Awe artists Jill Gibbon and David Cotterrell, and an illustrated lecture with 
University of Bristol Art Historian, Dr Grace Brockington.  
 
Shock and Awe: In discussion…Saturday 30 August, 2pm / Free with exhibition 
entry Join Hazel Brown, Project Research Assistant (UWE First World War Centenary 
projects) and exhibiting artists Elizabeth Turrell and Stephen Hurst, for an informal, gallery-
based discussion focussing on both their own and others’ artworks.  
 
Landscape and the Things Behind: The Places and Paintings of the Brothers 
Nash with Dr. Justine Hopkins, Saturday 13 September, 10.30am – 4.30pm / £30 
This study day offers an opportunity to explore the paintings of the brothers Nash – some 
immediately familiar, others almost unknown – considered not only in terms of technical 
mastery and the history of painting, but in the wider context of memory and imagination in a 
world torn by conflict. The day will include three lectures and a tour of the show. 
 
HOW TO MAKE A SCARECROW SUMMER SCHOOL PROJECT WITH 
COTHAM SCHOOL BRISTOL,  
This summer the RWA in collaboration 
with Cue Bristol Youth Theatre based at 
Cotham School, worked with a group of 8-
12 year olds from primary and secondary 
schools across the city. The children had a 
busy week combining drama and visual arts 
activities, as well as visiting the RWA to see 
the Brothers in Art and Shock and Awe shows. 
 
Taking inspiration from the exhibitions the 
group developed short performance pieces 
relating to war – poignant scenes of 
remembrance and dramatic scenes of 
conflict. They wrote scripts poems, and 
learnt songs and mimes. They also created 
costumes, props and sets, including these 
wonderful ‘scarecrow’ figures, based on 
characters suggested by artworks in the exhibitions. 
THE ART WALL – MAKE A MEDAL 
 Interactive art station to accompany the exhibition. 
  
 
 
 
 
EXHIBITION INSTALLATION IMAGES 
 
 
 
Blue Parade, White Light, Requiem, Michael Brennand-Wood 
 
 
Blue Parade, White Light, Requiem, Michael Brennand-Wood 
 
 
On Psychological Operation in the Garden of Basra, Iraq, Xavier Pick 
  
 
 
Facsimile pages from IRAQ Sketchbook December 2008 – today, Xavier Pick 
 
 
 
 
   
 
   
 
 
Untitled, Paul Laidler 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Supernumerary and Gateway III, David Cotterrell  
  
 
 
 
 
  
 The Sleep of Reason, Mario Miniciello 
 
 
Casting a Dark Democracy, Tim Shaw RA 
 
 
 
Casting a Dark Democracy, Tim Shaw RA 
 
  
 
 
  
Seafort 1 and Seafort II, Ian Chamberlain and Views of the Western Front and Church Ruins, Muirhead Bone 
 
 
The July Series, Lucy Willis RWA 
 
Ambulances at Rouen, Ernest Proctor and Remembrances, Denny Long RWA 
  
 
Mostar, Bosnia. Civilian attempting to sell ties to Spanish UN soldiers, Mostar, Bosnia. Sniper from the HVO militia and Mostar, Bosnia. 
Family photograph in a deserted flat on the frontline, Vince Bevan 
 
 
 
Woven Stories, Kirsten Haydon 
 
 
 
‘Cuando Parti Una Mañana De Verano' (As I Walked Out One Midsummer Morning), Susan Cross 
 
 
Observe, Helen Carnac 
 
 
Untitled, Rolf Lindner 
 
 
Markers: Universal Declaration of Human Rights Series, Elizabeth Turrell RWA 
 
 
 
House of Cards, Stephen Bottomley 
 
 
Interrogation Expert: Guantanamo and Interrogation Expert: Abu Ghraib, Kathleen Browne 
 
 
The Missing, Markers, Elizabeth Turrell RWA 
 
 
Memory Bowl, Tamar De Vries Winter 
 
 
Clear, Jonathan Ward 
 
Fragments, Jessica Turrell 
 
 
Fragments, Jessica Turrell  
 
 
Found and Given, George Coutouvidis 
 
 
Remembrance, Robert Ebendorf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Memento Mori and Memento Mori III, Bettina Dittlmann 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Trench Still Life, Gifts and  Signal, Stephen Hurst 
 
 
 
Poster Installation and Sketchbook Installation, Jill Gibbon 
 
 
 
 
 
Sketchbook Installation and Sweetners – Gifts From Arms Fairs, Jill Gibbon 
 
     
 
Red Star, Emma Stibbon 
 
 
Without End, Emma Stibbon and Ich Sah ein Ross das war Feurig Rot, Michael Sandle RA 
 
 
 
 
 
The Separation Line, Katie Davies  
  
 
 
  
 
PRIVATE VIEW IMAGES 
Please see the RWA Flickr site here 
www.flickr.com/photos/rwapress/sets/72157645577222348/  
 
FOOTAGE FROM THE INSTLLATION OF CASTING A DARK DEMOCRACY 
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCz_hLu_qRtWXWA_iOVFDC4g 
 
COMMENTS BOOK (SELECTION) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
WITH THANKS 
The RWA would like to thank all the artists and private lenders involved for taking part in 
the exhibition; Professor Paul Gough RWA for curating the exhibition and Dr Hazel Brown, 
Project Research Assistant, First World War Centenary projects, University of the West of 
England for supporting the project and producing the insightful interpretation texts.  
 
We would also like to thank the following organisations who have supported the project: 
Bristol 2014, Arts Council England, the Bristol Cultural Development Partnership and the 
University of the West of England, Bristol. 
 
 
 
 
 
